DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS

Public Safety Services

. J. “MIKE” FOSTER, JR. V. J. BELLA
GOVERNOR STATE FIRE MARSHAL

INTERPRETIVE MEMORANDUM 2002-01

To: Licensed Architects
Licensed Engineers
Licensed Sprinkler Contractors
Licensed Fire Alarm Contractors
Licensed Fire Suppression Contractors
Felicia Cooper, Administrator - Inspections
Stephen Gogreve, Manager
Boyd Petty, Manager
Pat Day, Supervisor of Health Care Inspections
Plan Review Staff

From: Jean Carter, Architect Supervisor
Henry Reed, Architect Supervisor
Don Zeringue, Architect Supervisor
Fidel Fremin, Arghitect Supervisor

Approved: Mark Gates,
Deputy Assistan{ Secretary/Chief Architect

Date: January 28, 2002
Re: Temporary Buildings

Definition of Temporary:

A building may be considered temporary if it is expected to be in place for less
than one year and as determined by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

General Requirements:

- Temporary buildings shall comply with the most recently adopted edition of NFPA 101,
Life Safety Code, unless modified by the following.

- Due to the use of temporary field offices, storage facilities and industrial occupancies
located within industrial facilities or construction sites by able-bodied personnel, these
facilities will not be required to meet the ADAAG requirements of the State of Louisiana.
However, in the event that a disabled person is required to access any of these
facilities, then full compliance with the ADAAG shall be provided.
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Submittal Requirements:

Skid mounted construction field offices, storage facilities and industrial occupancies,

motor homes, and trave! trailers used as a temporary building as defined above will not
require a plan review submittal.

A plan review approval or an exemption from.review will remain in effect for its full
duration even if a building is moved from one location to another on the same site.

A single six-month exemption extension may be granted for a building upon receipt and
review by the Office of the State Fire Marshal of a request in writing.

Temporary buildings larger than 4000 sq. ft. in area shall not be eligible for an
exemption from review. Temporary buildings not separated from one another by at
least 10 ft. or by two-hour fire-rated construction shall be considered as one building
of aggregate area for this purpose. Non-combustible decks, open canopies, stairs,
landings, and similar features will not be considered as connecting buildings together.

Site Specific Plan Review Exemption:

Owners of temporary buildings may submit an annual plan review exemption form
requesting a single approval to erect a specific number of temporary buildings during
the calendar year at a specific site or facility.

The submitted form and any accompanying documentation shall document the
compliance of all temporary buildings with the general requirements stated above.

The submitted form and any accompanying documentation will specify the number of
temporary buildings that the owner expects to erect during the calendar year at the
particular site, and include payment for that number in accordance with the fee
schedule provided by the State Fire Marshal's Office.

The State Fire Marshal may allow the stated number of temporary buildings approved
in this manner to be increased at any time during the calendar year after a review by

the State Fire Marshal of the letter of addendum and payment of additional fee as
appropriate.

Temporary buildings that do not meet all of the general requirements stated
above shall be individually submitted.

All temporary buildings shall be subject to periodic inspections by the State Fire
Marshal’s staff. '

Temporary buildings so permitted shall remain approved until removed from the site or
until the expiration of the permit period approved, whichever comes first, provided all
conditions under which the original approval was issued by the State Fire Marshal

remain in place and no modifications have been made to the temporary buildings since
the date of approval.

The owner shall maintain an updated and running records regarding the number of
temporary buildings erected and the location and expected period of use for each.
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Regular Session, 2001
SENATE BILL NO. 613

BY SENATOR FONTENOT

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 40:1563(B) and to enact R.S. 40:1563(J), relative
to"the state fire marshal; to provide for his powers and duties; to
pr‘%vide for exceptions; and to provide for related matters.

N ' Be it enacted By the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 40:1563(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read

as follows:

§1563. Powers and duties generally; use of deputies; responsibilities

of local governing authorities with fire prevention .

bureaus; open structures and process structures; fees

* * *

B Specxﬁcally, the ﬁre marshal shall supemse throu,:,h hxs own -

. oﬂice the provxsxons of Subparts D, D l D 2 E, a.nd F of th1s Part and

except for those open structures and process structures as defined
in R.S. 40:1563 (J) and except in those jurisdictions in which local

governing authorities have established fire prevention bureaus, the

following:
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SB NO. 613 ENROLLED
(1) The construction and maintenance of exits, including fire
escapes, exit doors, and emergency lighting.
(2) The in;tgllation and operation of heating, ;ir conditioning,
and ventiiating uystenls. .
(3) The use of flammable materials for decorative purposes in

places of public assembly.

(4) The inspection of all structures, except the interior of private

homes and movables, for the purpose of reducing or eliminating fire

hazards.

.40:15 is all new law
J.(1) Process structures as defined herein shall conform to the
reqmrements of the National Fire Protection Association’s ere Safety
Code as provided in R.S. 40: 1578.6, except that stairs, guard rarls and
hand rails shall comply with the applicable worker safety requirermnents
of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration.
(2) "Open structure” means a structure that supports equipment

and operations not enclosed within building walls, but which may

include a roof or canopy, found in oil refining, chernical processing

plants, power plants, pulp and paper mills.
(3) “Process structure" means 2 naturally vennlated structure
"enclosed w;thm burldmg walls ‘whose pnmary functron is to protect
equipment from the environment in oil refining, chemical processing
plants, power plants, pulp and paper mills, and which structure is
normally not occupied.
Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the
govemor o, if not signed by the govemor, upon expiration of the time for bills
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SBNO. 613 ENROLLED
to become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III,
Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and

subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on

the dayAfollowing such approval.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

_SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

WL

APPROVED:
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